


WARNING 
 
 

AT ALL TIMES  
NEVER POINT MUZZLE END TOWARDS ANY PART OF BODY. 

DO NOT AIR SHOOT, THIS WILL CAUSE EXCESSIVE WEAR AND 
POSSIBLE BREAKAGE. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

! WARNING 
 

NEVER POINT MUZZLE END OF TOOL AT ANYTHING YOU DO NOT INTEND TO SHOOT. 
DO NOT POINT IN DIRECTION OF BODY OR ALLOW HANDS IN FRONT OR NEAR 

MUZZLE END AT ANY TIME. 
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OPERATOR SAFETY INSTRUCTIONS 
 
 
Whilst Accles & Shelvoke Limited have designed, produced and inspected all its tools with safety in 
mind, there are certain basic safety precautions that must always be followed by the Operator.  These 
include: 
 
 
1. NEVER operate or work in the vicinity of a tool without eye protection devices, including 

side shields. 
 
2. NEVER indulge in “horseplay” with the tool – it is not a toy. 
 
3. NEVER point the tool at anyone or yourself, even if you think it is empty or disconnected.  

When connecting, or disconnecting the tool never point the muzzle towards your own body 
or any other person. 

 
4. NEVER operate the tool unless it is in contact with the bird’s head. 
 
5. NEVER leave the work area for any extended period of time WITHOUT 

DISCONNECTING the tool from the airline. 
 
6. NEVER allow the air pressure to exceed the maximum marked on the tool. Check the air 

pressure gauge at least twice daily. Do not operate with bottled air or gases. 
 
7. NEVER operate a dirty tool or one with worn parts. Clean and inspect the tool at least daily 

and lubricate if required. Replace worn parts promptly. 
 
8. In case of tool malfunction: 
 

(a) Disconnect from airline immediately. 
 

(b) Turn the tool over immediately to the person responsible for repair, or attach a tag 
to the air inlet indicating that the tool must not be used. 

 
(c) NEVER reconnect to the airline until the tool has been thoroughly repaired and 

inspected. 
 
9. NEVER use parts other than those specifically designed and recommended by Accles & 

Shelvoke for use in the tool. 
 
10. NEVER attempt to modify the tool in any way. 
 
11. For detailed information on the tool installation, operation and maintenance instructions, 

refer to the appropriate pages of this manual. 
 
12. DO NOT TRY TO USE WITH THE TRIGGER GUARD REMOVED.  REMOVAL 

OF THE TRIGGER GUARD WILL IMMOBILISE THE TRIGGER. 
 
13. ALWAYS KEEP THE TOOL CLEAN AND LUBRICATED.  DAILY 

LUBRICATION IS ESSENTIAL TO AVOID INTERNAL CORROSION AND 
POSSIBLE FAILURE. 

 
 
 

REMEMBER 
TOOLS DO NOT CAUSE ACCIDENTS …..PEOPLE DO. 



AIR SUPPLY 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This tool will operate at a maximum pressure of 135psi and should be controlled via a 
combined regulator/lubricator/water separator which, with proper maintenance, will 
ensure a constant supply of dry air and lubricating oil at all times. 
 
It is absolutely imperative that the final connection from the main bore supply must be 
of a minimum bore size of ¼” including connecting fittings.  This final tube may be of 
flexicoil type not exceeding 16 feet (5 metres). 
 
If using longer hose it is advisable to use the next size up ie 3/8” bore. 
 
Final air connection to the tool must be made with a male quick-disconnect nipple at 
the air inlet of the tool.  This must be of the type that will discharge any residual air 
pressure from the tool when disconnected. This type of connection is vital to ensure 
the safety of the Operator. 
 
A female check unit will therefore make the connection from the hose. 
 
 
DO NOT EXCEED MAXIMUM AIR PRESSURE OF 135PSI. 
 
SEE PRESSURE SELECTION GUIDE FOR SPECIES. 



“CASH” POULTRY KILLING TOOL 
INSTRUCTION MANUAL 

IN THE PROCESSING PLANT 
 
 
 
1. INTRODUCTION 
 
 

This document supplies instructions for the 
correct operation of the CPK tool. It also 
provides additional information on the 
correct handling and restraining procedures 
associated with the use of the tool in a 
processing plant. 
 
 
 

2. BIRD RESTRAINT 
 
 
As with other procedures applied to birds, 
casualty slaughter usually requires some 
form of physical control over the bird. 
Suitable control is required to minimise 
pain and distress of the procedure, to assure 
safety of the person performing the task and 
importantly to ensure accurate positioning 
of the instrument.  In the processing plant, 
the tool will usually be used to despatch 
birds that require action from the back-up 
killing operative.  These birds will already 
be shackled and can therefore be 
despatched on the Processing Line.  
However, if the device is used to despatch 
injured birds in the lairage then some form 
of manual restraint will be required.  Small 
birds, such as turkey poults, hens and 
broilers can be restrained manually by one 
operator providing that he/she can position 
the tool accurately.  Adult turkeys should 
not be both manually restrained and 
despatched by only one operator.  Two 
operators are required, the first to hold the 
bird and the second to apply the device 
accurately. Alternatively, a bleeding cone or 
shackle can be used to restrain large birds. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. USING THE CPK TOOL 
 
RECOMMENDED PRESSURES AND  
CONCUSIVE TABLE 
 
An effective stun/kill is produced when 
airline pressures of greater than 110psi 
(broilers and hens) and 135psi (turkeys) are 
used with the prototype poultry device. 
 
Minimum air pressure required to produce 
an effective stun/kill (using flat and convex 
knocker) in broilers, hens and turkeys. 
 
 
 
Knocker      Species                   Air Pressure 
Head                                               (psi) 
Type 
 
Flat Broiler 110 
  Hen 110 
 
Convex Broiler 120 
  Hen 120 
  Turkey (Adult) 135 
  Turkey (Poult)  60 
 
 
 

?? Restrain the bird by lightly holding the 
comb or sides of the beak between thumb 
and forefinger.  

?? Place the muzzle at right angles to the top 
of the bird’s head (frontal bone) on the 
midline before firing (Figure 1). 

?? Allow the bird’s head to be propelled out of 
your hand upon firing. There must be free 
movement of the head after the 
percussive strike. 

?? Do not attempt to hold on to the bird’s head 
after firing. 

?? Report any faults in the operation of the tool 
to the person responsible for maintenance.   

 
DO NOT USE THE TOOL UNTIL THE 
FAULT HAS BEEN RECTIFIED. 
 



 
4. CHECKING FOR AN EFFECTIVE 

STUN/KILL 
 
 
With correct placement the CPK tool will 
produce an effective stun and the death of 
the bird.  Variation in effectiveness may 
occur due to incorrect placement.  
Therefore, the following assessment is 
recommended. 

 
When a bird is despatched properly using 
the percussive device it expresses severe 
convulsions in the form of wing flapping 
and leg flexion/extension.  If the body of 
the bird is relaxed immediately after the 
percussive blow, or there is only slight 
intermittent wing flapping, then it has not 
been despatched properly. The only 
exception being birds that are despatched 
after they have passed through an electrical 
waterbath stunner.  These birds may not 
exhibit such severe convulsions. Birds 
should not show signs of neck tension or 
rhythmic breathing or vocalisation 
immediately after the percussive blow.  
Those that are despatched on the processing 
line using the device should then be bled or 
have their necks dislocated. 
 
When a casualty bird is being despatched in 
the lairage, the operator should check that it 
has been killed by the percussive blow. The 
bird should be checked for signs of 
rhythmic breathing for a short time after the 
percussive blow.  If breathing is present but 
the bird showed initial signs of being 
despatched effectively it has not been killed 
by the blow therefore it should be 
despatched using a killing method such  as 
neck dislocation or bleeding. Rhythmic 
breathing immediately after the percussive 
blow is a sign that the bird has not been 
despatched properly and therefore the 
action taken should be in accordance with 
that described in Section 5. 
 
 

5. IN THE EVENT OF AN INEFFECTIVE 
STUN/KILL 
 
 
If a bird is ineffectively despatched using 
the CPK tool then it should be immediately 
re-stunned and killed using alternative 
methods.  Birds that are stunned by the 
CPK tool but not killed by the percussive 
blow should be killed immediately by 
bleeding or neck dislocation.  The reason 
for an unsuccessful kill should be identified, 
that is, misplacement of the CPK tool or a 
fault with the equipment. 
 
 

6. CAUSES OF AN INEFFECTIVE STUN 
/KILL 
 
 

?? Wrong shooting position – This can be 
caused by bird movement as a consequence 
of poor restraint.  Shooting position is 
particularly important in turkeys and for this 
reason it is advised that, wherever possible, 
large birds should be restrained. 

?? Fault in the operation of the CPK tool. 
 
The effectiveness of the stun/kill 
produced by the CPK tool can be 
seriously affected by improper 
application produced as a result of poor 
restraint. 
 
 

7. SUMMARY 
 

 
CHECKING FOR EFFECTIVE 
STUNNING /KILLING. 

 
Step 1 – Check that the bird has been 
effectively stunned. 
 
The signs of an effective kill are as follows: 

 
?? Uncontrolled wing flapping 
?? No rhythmic breathing immediately after 

the stun 
?? No neck tension 
?? Leg flexion and extension 

 
 

The signs of an ineffective concussion stun are as 
follows: 
 
?? Intermittent wing flapping (escape 

behaviour) or no wing flapping 
?? Rhythmic breathing immediately after the 

stun 
?? Presence of neck tension 
?? Vocalisation 



 
 

Step 2 – CHECK THAT THE STUNNED BIRD 
HAS BEEN KILLED BY THE PERCUSSIVE 
BLOW. 
 

 
Birds that have been effectively stunned by the 
CPK tool, but not killed will show signs of rhythmic 
breathing after the convulsions have subsided 
(usually about one minute after the percussive stun).  
These birds should be killed using an alternative 
method. See Section 5. 

 
 
IMPORTANT NOTE: 
COMMERCIAL SLAUGHTER OF POULTRY 
 
 
In the event of the tool being used for the 
commercial slaughter of poultry then, to comply 
with current legislation, it must be followed by 
bleeding or neck dislocation.  The meaning of the 
word “commercial” is defined by the Welfare of 
Animals (Slaughter or Killing) Regulations 1995.  In 
relation to the slaughter or killing of an animal, 
commercial means slaughter or killing (a) in the 
course or furtherance of a business, or for reward or 
(b) by, or on behalf, of, the purchase of an animal on 
premises belonging to, occupied by or under the 
control of the seller of the animal or (c) in a market 
place. 
 
This means that non-emergency or routine 
stunning/killing using the CPK tool must be 
followed by neck dislocation or bleeding of the 
bird and requires the operator to have a 
Slaughterman’s Licence. 
 
 
9. REFERENCES 

 
 
Practical Slaughter of Poultry – A Guide for 
the small producer, Humane Slaughter 
Association, The Old School, Brewhouse 
Hill, Wheathampstead, Herts,AL4 8AN 
 
 
 

 
 



FIGURE 1
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CHANGING THE KNOCKER HEAD 

 

Suitable Allen 
Key or Rod 

Muzzle 

Viewing Hole 

Piston Rod 

Soft Jaws 

To change or replace the Knocker Head firstly unscrew the muzzle locating nuts and screws and 
remove Trigger Guard. 
 
Pull the muzzle forward to draw out the Piston Rod. 
 
Rotate the Piston Rod until the hole in the side of the Knocker Head can be seen through the 
viewing hole in the side of the muzzle. 
 
Grip the Piston Rod in a soft jawed vice.  Insert suitable rod or Allen Key into the hole in the 
Knocker Head to screw “on” or “off”. 
 
Screw down firmly but not over zealously. 
 
Always replace the Trigger Guard.  Failure to do so will immobilise the Trigger. 



 
CLEANING AND MAINTENANCE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If the combined filter/lubricator/regulator is functioning correctly the tool should be 
found to have adequate lubrication internally. 
 
When performing cleaning or maintenance operations always disconnect from the air 
supply. 
 
If the tool fires when connected (NEVER point the tool at any part of your body or 
any other person) check that the Trigger Valve Assembly (Item 35A) is not jammed 
back.  Check the Assembly for worn or broken parts, and replace.  Check for any 
debris that may be causing jamming. Clean and lubricate.  If a stuck valve is not the 
cause. Check Diaphragm parts (Items 3 to 11) for debris, damage or wear.  When 
Diaphragm Assembly is removed the Diaphragm should be “forward”.  Depress the 
Diaphragm against the Spring and check for return against the Spring. The Diaphragm 
should not be stuck back. 
 
If the bolt will not return check the aforementioned situation.  If this is not the cause 
check to see whether the Bolt is bent. Also check the position and quality regarding 
wear and condition of items 12 – 18.  Inspect Muzzle for accumulated debris. The 
muzzle must be kept free from debris. 
 
If air leaks from the tool check that all screws are tightened.  If leakage persists check 
the condition of all seals. 



SPARE PARTS LIST 

 
 
 

ITEM 
 
PART 
NUMBER 
 

 
DESCRIPTION 

 
NUMBER 
PER SET 

 
1 

 
CPK121 

 
Screw 

 
4 

 
2 

 
CPK122 

 
Spring Washer 

 
4 

 
3 

 
CPK123 

 
Cap 

 
1 

 
4 

 
CPK124 

 
Seal 

 
1 

 
5 

 
CPK125 

 
Spring 

 
1 

 
6 

 
CPK126 

 
‘O’ Ring 

 
1 

 
7 

 
CPK127 

 
Cap Seal 

 
1 

 
8A 

 
CPK128 

 
Piston Head Assembly 

 
1 

 
8 

Available ) 
Only        ) 

 
Piston Head Valve 

 
1 

 
9 

As            ) 
CPK128   ) 

 
‘O’ Ring 

 
1 

 
10 

                ) 
Assembly) 

 
Stopper 

 
1 

 
11 

 
CPK129 

 
‘O’ Ring 

 
1 

 
12 

 
CPK130 

 
‘O’ Ring 

 
1 

 
13 

 
CPK120 

 
‘O’ Ring 

 
1 

 
14 

 
CPK113 

 
Piston 

 
1 

 
15 

 
CPK114 

 
Piston Rod/Bolt 

 
1 

 
16 

 
CPK131 

 
‘O’ Ring 

 
1 

 
17 

 
CPK132 

 
Collar 

 
1 

 



SPARE PARTS LIST 

 
 

ITEM 
 
PART 
NUMBER 
 

 
DESCRIPTION 

 
NUMBER 
PER SET 

 
18 

 
CPK133 

 
‘O’ Ring 

 
1 

 
19 

 
CPK134 

 
Cylinder 

 
1 

 
20 

 
CPK135 

 
Bumper 

 
1 

 
21 

 
CPK115 

 
Knocker Head 

 
1 

 
22 

 
CPK116 

 
Knocker Head Flat 

 
1 

 
23 

 
CPK136 

 
Body 

 
1 

 
24 

 
CPK137 

 
‘O’ Ring 

 
1 

 
25 

 
CPK138 

 
Stepped Pin 

 
1 

 
26 

 
CPK139 

 
Spring 

 
1 

 
27 

 
CPK140    

 
Trigger Plate 

 
1 

 
28 

                
CPK117 

 
Trigger Guard 

 
1 

 
29 

 
CPK112 

 
Muzzle 

 
1 

 
30 

 
CPK118 

 
Nose Screw 

 
2 

 
31 

 
CPK141 

 
Washer Plate 

 
1 

 
32 

 
CPK119 

 
Nose Screw Nut 

 
2 

 
33 

 
CPK142 

 
‘O’ Ring 

 
1 

 
34 

 
CPK143 

 
Cover/Inlet 

 
1 

 
35A 

 
CPK144 

 
Trigger Valve Assembly 

 
1 

 



SPARE PARTS LIST 

 
 
 

ITEM 
 
PART 
NUMBER 
 

 
DESCRIPTION 

 
NUMBER 
PER SET 

 
35 

 
Available) 

 
‘O’ Ring 

 
1 

 
36 

 
Only       ) 

 
Trigger Valve Head 

 
1 

 
37 

 
As          ) 

 
Spring 

 
1 

 
38 

 
CPK144 ) 

 
Trigger Valve System 

 
1 

 
39 

 
Assembly) 

 
‘O’ Ring 

 
1 

 
40 

 
                ) 

 
‘O’ Ring 

 
1 

 
41 

 
                ) 

 
Trigger Valve Guide 

 
1 

 
42 

 
                ) 

 
Trigger Assembly 

 
1 

 
43 

 
CPK145 

 
Bolt 

 
1 

 
44 

                
CPK146     

 
Washer 

 
1 

 
45 

                  
CPK147 

 
Seal 

 
1 

 


